The Australasian College of Phlebology officially came into being on 1 July 2001. The College was the inevitable development of an earlier organization known as The Sclerotherapy Society of Australia. This association had been formed by a group of physicians with a non-surgical (hence the name 'Sclerotherapy Society') interest in phlebology in 1994. The intention of the Sclerotherapy Society of Australia was to counterbalance the surgical emphasis of the well-established Australian and New Zealand Society of Phlebology, which, at that time, was an exclusive organization, formed by surgeons with a major interest in venous disease. The creation of the Sclerotherapy Society gave phlebology in Australia and New Zealand a considerable boost in interest, as it opened this specialized field of medicine to a much wider range of doctors and was a major factor in the development of phlebology as a multidisciplinary field in Australia and New Zealand.
The primary objective of the College is to establish and maintain high standards of learning skill and conduct in the practice of phlebology. The inaugural Board of the College decided from the beginning that to achieve these high standards, a multidisciplinary approach would be required. There were several reasons why this was essential. First and foremost, it was recognized that to achieve the important aim of obtaining specialist recognition of phlebology by the Australian Medical Council, that the scope of phlebology needed to be significantly broadened. A narrowly focused 'sub' specialty would never be accepted. Therefore, we needed to include aspects previously covered in a 'fringe' manner by other specialties such as haematology, general medicine, dermatology and radiology. The type of clinical aspects that we felt should be encompassed within phlebology included such entities as thrombo-embolic disease, vascular malformations, lymphology and vascular ultrasound as well as what was then generally accepted as the field of phlebology.
Fortunately, from the beginning, the College enjoyed the support and encouragement of colleagues from various specialties who shared the Foundation members' enthusiasm for phlebology. At present, the Fellowship of the College comprises the original Foundation members, as well as surgeons, vascular physicians, dermatologists, haematologists and radiologists. These disciplines have all contributed enthusiastically to the educational programme developed by the College.
The educational and training programme that has been developed by the College is possibly unique in the world and has been seen to be a model for similar societies in other countries and for other specialties in Australia. The College can train and certify practitioners in performing a wide range of interventional procedures such as direct vision sclerotherapy, ultrasound-guided sclerotherapy, ambulatory phlebectomy and endovenous laser ablation. The College is also able to offer training and credentialing in diagnostic procedures such as venous ultrasound.
With the training programme now fully operational, Fellowship of the Australasian College of Phlebology is achieved following a period of supervised training and the successful completion of several examinations, both written and clinical, in all aspects of the principles and practice of phlebology. To maintain the high standard, there is constant review of candidate selection, curriculum content and assessment strategies of the training programme.
The phlebology training programme is divided into basic and advanced training programmes. The minimum duration of Basic Phlebology Training is one year and trainees are awarded the title 'Certified Sclerotherapist' after successful completion of the course and on passing the written and clinical examinations formally known as 'Part 1 Phlebology'. After successfully completing the basic training, practitioners can elect to proceed with advanced training over a three-year period full-time or up to six years part-time. During advanced training, trainees acquire skills in the treatment of more complex phlebological conditions and learn to perform more advanced procedures such as ultrasound-guided sclerotherapy, ambulatory phlebectomy and endovenous laser ablation. Trainees are eligible to take up the Fellowship Examinations in the final year of training. Those who pass the examinations and satisfy all other requirements of the training programme, including publication of two peer-reviewed phlebology articles in the Journal, are then awarded Fellowship of the Australasian College of Phlebology and are entitled to use the title 'Phlebologist'.
Another important role of the College has been to define and document acceptable standards for duplex ultrasound evaluation of venous disease and the various interventional procedures such as ultrasound-guided sclerotherapy, direct vision sclerotherapy and endovenous laser ablation. These standards have then been used to establish credentialing mechanisms for the specified procedures that members and Fellows of the College perform. This type of activity has assisted the College in receiving recognition from various health authorities such as the Australian Department of Health and Ageing, and the Australian Medical Association, as being the legitimate voice for practitioners involved in the field of phlebology. This in turn has allowed the expert intellectual resources held within the College to be utilized in a positive way to further develop the field and practice of phlebology in Australia and New Zealand. 
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